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Now that we’re getting ready to take down all of the Halloween decorations and dispose 
of any carved up gourds, it won’t be too long until those gourds reappear in a new form— 
this time in the form of pumpkin pie. November has now arrived and with it is our next 
grouping of medals. 


First up is a rather unusual and interesting irregularly shaped modern art medal 
commemorating the XXX FIDEM Congress held in Colorado Springs in 2007. Fairly 
anthropomorphic in nature, it has the general feel of a puzzle piece, because it, in fact, 
can be used exactly as such... 
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With multiple examples of this type, they can be interlocked together to form various 
patterns, with the overall theme reinforcing the congress’s drive of “passages to 
reconstruction.” The cataclysmic events of the tsunami in southeast Asia and Hurricane 
Katrina in the United States were still quite recent, bringing forth the yearning for 
rebuilding. The “rebuild” and “replenish” nature of its concept fit the congress’s theme 
perfectly. 


Another rather compelling piece of modern mediallic art is this hefty and immensely 


impressive piece from Hungary celebrating the 80th birthday of an accomplished 
ophthalmologist in 1973... 
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This large and heavily contoured specimen displays an intricate surgical scene upon its 
reverse, with this design even serving as the cover piece for the specialized reference on 
optometry in numismatics, Ophthalmologia Optica & Visio in Nummis. 


Switching back to something a bit more historic, there’s this stunningly lustrous white 
metal medal from the waning years in the reign of Queen Anne... 
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Celebrating what appeared to be a concord throughout the Isles on account of a 
cessation in their participation in the rather expansive War of Spanish Succession, it 
features a harp with a decorative cherub at its top. The copper scavenger plug near the 
bottom—a must for types of this composition in order to keep the metal from becoming 
pestered as can so often be the case—has done its job remarkably well. 


Moving back even further, there’s this seemingly innocuous French jeton from 1660 that 
is, in fact, rather bawdy and adult in nature. The iconography itself derives from a 
contemporaneous mythology about a “Father Lustucru,” who offered his services as 
somewhat of a blacksmith...though rather than forging iron, he offered to reforge the 
heads of “deviant” and “rebellious” women, and those who dare speak out about their 
husbands... 
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This engraving below from the same time period captures the exact scene as the jeton 
above, and centered around the idea that women could bring suit against men for failing 
to “perform their conjugal duties.” Such allegations, if proven true in court, could cause 
the legal dissolution of the marriage, and quite a blow to the husband’s ego. One such 
trial, and undoubtedly one of the most famous, was one that is fully described, in quite 
bold detail, in the story of the jeton above. Assuredly, trials like these must surely have 
represented the 17th century version of “trash TV,” if any such thing could remotely have 
existed. 
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For all of this month’s new items, which also include some attractively toned WWI-related 
medals, a few French shipping medals, an iridescent medal from the Papacy of John 
XXIII, and a small-sized French & Indian War-themed medal, please click here 
(https://shoutout.wix.com/so/ccOGnuTjz/c? 
w=aZshNgS6nHU6xUqyo04 1 JHHVOAAZ2V9Bmwl- 

WMQdndmQ.eyJ1 ljoiAaHROCHM6Ly93d3cubnVtaXNtY WdyYWoOuY 29tL2ludmVudG9yeSls 
InliOiJmMYjJRIMDAZMy04ZjQyLTRIZDktOTY2MS02MzIINWQyMDRiMTAILCUJtljoibWFpbF9 
scClsImMiOiJkOTIhZDI4My1mODhmLT QwNjYtY TBMNSOWMGRIOWU3Y Tg2MWMifQ) 
or on the banner art below... 
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You are receiving this message because you have expressed an interest in our material or have 
purchased from us in the past. 
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